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BOROUGH  OF  NTH  ROMNEY  (KENT) 


‘  ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  AND  OP  THU  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  POR 

TEC  YEAR  1952. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you.  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1952. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  that  your  Home 
Population  at  the  mid-year  was  2,170,  which  is  71  less 
than  the  estimate  for  1952. 

The  number  of  live-births  was  27?  and  the 
corresponding  birth-rate  was  12.44.  The  number  of  births 
in  the  preceding  year  1951?  was  45  and  the  rate  20.08. 

The  number  of  births  and  the  birth-rate  have  therefore 
fallen  sharply.  When  the  crude  birth-rate  of  12.44  is 
adjusted  by  the  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor, 
which  adjusts  the  rate  for  comparison  with  other  Districts 
on  the  basis  of  a  standard  population  for  age  and  sex 
distribution,  it  becomes  12.32,  which  is  rather  a  low  rate. 
That  for  England  and  Wales  was  15*3.  However,  the  numbers 
are  small  for  statistical  purposes  and  small  variations 
in  the  numbers  of  births,  would  affect  the  rate  much  more 
sharply  than  if  the  population  were  large. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  23,  comprising  9  males  and 
14  females.  The  crude  death-rate  was  therefore  10.60, 
which  when  adjusted  by  the  Comparability  Factor  becomes 
9.01.  This,  like  the  birth-rate,  is  low.  Most  of  these 
deaths  were  amongst  the  aged,  and  the  chief  cause  was  Heart 
and  Circulatory  disease,  consistent  with  old  age. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  which  is  the  second  chief  cause  of 
deaths,  were  also  mostly  amongst  the  aged,  but  three  of  the 
seven  deaths  were  under  70  years.  Cancer  is  responsible  for 
many  deaths  amongst  the  middle-aged  as  well  as  amongst  the 
old.  The  crux  of  this  problem  is  early  diagnosis,  which 
too  often  is  not  possible  for  various  reasons,  many  of  which 
are  avoidable.  The  disease  is  commonly  insidious  and 
occult,  associated  with  vague  and  indefinite  symptoms,  which 
may  not  become  of  serious  significance  until  it  is  well 
advanced,  when  treatment  which  is  usually  successful  in  the 
early  stages,  can  only  be  palliative. 

There  were  no  deaths  amongst  infants  and  the  infantile 
mortality  was  therefore  nil.  Although  the  number  of  infants 
born  each  year  in  the  Borough  is  small,  nevertheless  a  nil 
rate  could  not  be  more  satisfactory  and  reflects  considerable 
credit  on  the  skill  and  care  of  all  who  are  concerned  with 
the  healthy  upbringing  of  the  children.  The  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  is  well  attended  and  the  nil  rate  is  an  index  of  its 
value,  and  also  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  Midwife  and 
the  Health  Visitor  particularly  of  the  latter  who  forms  the 
vital  link  between  the  Homes  and  the  Clinic. 

There  were  also  no  deaths  amongst  mothers,  giving  also 
a  nil  maternal  mortality  rate  which  is  also  an  index  of 
adequate  ante-natal  supervision  and  of  skilled  attendance  at 
childbirth . 
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Similarly,  there  were  no  still-births  which  may  also 
be  regarded  as  an  index  of  careful  ante-natal  supervision 
and  of  skilled  attendance  at  child-birth  and  of  sound 
co-operation  between  Midwives  and  Practitioners. 

There  was  no  epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease.  Only 
3  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  5  cases  of  Measles  were 
notified  but  it  is  not  practicable  to  prevent  these  from 
assuming  epidemic  proportions  and  when  the  child  population 
contains  a  large  number  of  susceptible  children,  as  it 
probably  will  in  following  years,  epidemics  are  bound  to 
occur. 

Whooping  Cough  causes  most  deaths  from  Infectious 
Disease  amongst  children  under  five  years  throughout  the 
Country,  by  reason  of  its  chief  complication  viz.  Broncho¬ 
pneumonia,  and  Measles  also  causes  a  large  number  of  deaths 
from  the  same  cause.  As  broncho-pneumonia  progresses  very 
rapidly  to  a  serious  stage  no  time  should  be  wasted  between 
its  onset  and  treatment.  Strong  claims  are  being  made 
that  the  vaccines  now  being  produced  will  induce  effective 
immunity  and  Practitioners  are  allowed  to  prescribe  these 
to  their  patients  but  no  immunisation  is  done  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  as  for  Diphtheria  immunisation,  as  the 
question  is  still  1  sub- judice T . 

Measles  may  be  prevented  at  the  time  of  exposure 
of  a  susceptible  child  by  Gamma  Globulin  (0.1  -  0.2  ml. 
per  pound  of  body-weight)  which  if  given  within  the  first 
five  days  after  exposure  will  prevent  and  if  within  the 
following  few  days  will  attenuate  the  attack.  It  is 
obtainable  at  the  County  Laboratory;  and  there  are  often 
instances  when  it  is  desirable  to  use  it  to  protect 
a  weakly  child  or  one  ‘ill  from  some  other  cause. 

...  ’•/•*- 

Nine  cases  of  Acute"  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  notified  and  there  were  two  deaths. 

There  were  no  cases  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  and 
it  can  be  stated  the  Borough  was,  remarkably  free  from 
Infectious  Disease  throughout  the  year. 

Only  one.  new  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was 
notified  and  there  were  no  Non-respiratory  cases,  which  is 
ah  index  that  the  two  milk  supplies  of  the  Borough  were 
satisfactorily  pasteurised  and  clinically  free  from  Bovine 
Tubercle  Bacilli. 

.  .There  were  no  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning^  but  regular 
inspections  are  necessary  to  ensure  hygienic  conditions  for 
the  handling,  preparation,  distribution  and  sale  of  food. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  interest  and 
assistance  in  the  work  of  the  Department  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  his  loyal  and  efficient  co-operation. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


V 


J.  MARSHALL. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

FOR  1932 


Area:-  1.509  acres. 


Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According 
to  the  Rate  Books 

Rateable  Value:-  . 


2,170 

. . .  832 

...  £19,778 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


£73 


Social  Conditions. 


The  ancient  and  historical  Cinque  Port  Borough  of 
New  Romney,  is  today  predominantly  an  Agricultural  District 
There  are  also  within  the  Borough,  the  workshops  of  the 
Romney,  Hythe,  Dymchurch  Light  Railway  and  a  few  small 
factories.  Part  of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  at 
Littlestone  where  there  are  wide  expanses  of  sand  which 
attract  many  summer  visitors  and  holiday-makers.  There 
is  almost  no  unemployment,  if  any,  and  social  conditions 
may  generally  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


New  Romney 

England 

Borough 

and 

Total  M. 

F. 

Wales 

1  0 

Live  Births 

27 

10 

17 

16 

Birth  Rate 
per  1 ,000 

12.44 

1 5.3 

(a)  Legitimate 

2k 

8 

estimated 

resident 

(b)  Illegitimate 

3 

2 

1 

population* 

2. 

Stillbirths 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

- 

— 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  total 

- 

•mm 

(live  and 
still) 

(b)  Illegitimate 

births* 

Deaths 

23 

9 

14 

Death  rate 

10.6 

11.3 

per  1 ,000 
resident 

population 

4. 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy 

Rate  per 

Childbirth  and 

- 

~ 

— 

1 ,000  ( live 

- 

0.72 

Abortion* 

and  still) 
births 

5. 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  One  year 

of 

, 

Age 

— 

— 

- 

(a)  Legitimate 

- 

«- 

- 

(b)  Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Infant  mortality  rate 

per 

1  ,000 

live  births 

— 

27.6 

Rate  re  legitimate 

infants 

mmt 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 


6.  Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

Diarrhoea  ,  . , 

Deaths  from  Measles  *  ♦  * 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 
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The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year  1952* 


Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough  . 


Measles 


9 

3 

3 


•  •  • 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  IN  NEW  ROMNEY  BOROUGH  DURING 

1952 


1  . 
2, 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
1 1 . 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

1 6. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20, 
21  . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


ALL  CAUSES 


•  •  * 


»  •  • 
•  »  • 
*  •  » 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia  ...  ... 

Diabetes  . „ 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . . 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea... 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

Congenital  malformations  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ...  ... 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide  . . 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


♦  •  • 


Males  Females 


1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 


\ 


I 


t 


i 


T 


i 

i 

i 

j 

i 

I 


I 


1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 


1 

1 


i 


| 


i 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA . 


1 .  Water  Supply * 

This  is  supplied  by  the  Folkestone  Water  Co., 
incorporating  the  Lit  tie  stone -on-Sea  <1  District  Water 
Company.  The  water  is  derived  from  shallow  wells  at 
Dungeness  and  is  subject  to  constant  chlorination. 


2. 


Samples  are  taken  at  intervals  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  have  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Approximately  one  third  of  the  property  in  the  Borough 
is  connected  to  the  main  drainage  scheme,  the  remainder 
operate  on  cesspools.  The  operation  of  the  main  drainage 
system  on  a  gravity  principle  is  impossible  in  this  area 
due  to  the  lack  of  natural  fall  in  the  levels  of  the  land. 
All  the  sewage  must  therefore  pass  through  the  deisel 
pumping  station  at  the  sewage  works  before  treatment  can 
take  place ,  and  that  from  the  Churchlands  Estate  and  other 
adjoining  property  must  in  addition  pass  through  two  air 
ejector  pumps  before  the  final  stage  of  pumping  is  reached. 


Considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced  in  the  past 
due  to  the  inflow  of  surface  water  and  silt  "into  the  Station 
Road  sewer  and  during  the  year  attempts  were  made  to  nrevent 
this,  by  carrying  out  remedial  works  to  the  Churchlands 
Estate  sewers.  These  efforts  did  not  result  in  complete 
success  and  further  measures  later  in  the  year  were  found 
necessary.  At  present  no  trouble  is  being  experienced 
in  this  section  of  the  sewage  system. 


to 


‘The  remainder  of  the  sewers  from  the  disposal  works 
Littlestone  contine  to  operate  as  well  as  might  be 
expected.  Periodically  stoppages  of  this  sewer  take-  place 
due  to  the  settling  out  of  solids' at  certain  periods  of  the 
•  Little  can  be  done  to  remedy  this  at  present  as  .the 
basic  fault  lies  in  the  sewage  remaining  static  during  two 
thirds  of  the  day  when  pumping  is  discontinued.  A  further 
difficulty  arising  is  the  inflow  of  surface  water  into  the 
sowers  during  the  winter  months. 


The  sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  operate 
satisfactorily,  during  periods  of  light  rainfall.  While 


a 


tne  disposal  works  will  probably  require  enlarging  at 
j.uture  date  the  main  difficulty  experienced  at  present  is 
coping  with  the  concentrated  pumping  which  must  be  carried 
out  during  a  normal  working  day  to  empty  the  surcharged 
main  sewer  during  prolonged  periods  of  wet  weather.  ^  During 
These  periods  the  disposal  works  are  seriously  over  loaded, 
while  at  tne  same  time  the  lack  of  pumping  during  the 
remainder  of  the  24  hours  results  in  the  sewage  works 
being  in  fact  idle  for  half  their  potential  capacity. 


J-°  ^ a ke  advantage  of  the  full  capacity  of  the  sewage 
disposal  works,  and  also  to  prevent  surcharging  of  the 
sewers  during  non-pumping  hours,  it  is  suggested  that  at 
idie  earliest  opportunity  the  Borough  Council  consider  the 
removal  of  one  of  the  existing  deisel  pumps  and  the 
provision  of  an  automatic  electric  installation. 


Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage. 

The  Corporation  undertake  the  removal  and  disposal 
of  house  refuse,  a  comprehensive  service  is  provided,  and 
refuse  is  collected  weekly.  Adequate  disposal  facilities 
are  available  in  disused  quarry  pits  on  the  Lyra  church  Road. 

Salvage 

Salvage  collection  continues,  and  baled  paper  is 
regularly  forwarded  to  the  paper  mills. 


Cesspool  Emptying. 

•♦/...  .  V  *  >  . 

Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation 
and  no  special  charges  are  made  for  the  service  to  either 
private  or  business  promises. 


Cesspools  emptied  2,247 

Total  amount  of  sewage 

disposed  of  2,916,000  galls. 


The  service  is  operated  with  a  800  gallon  Bedford 
cesspool  emptying  vehicle  and  the  average  cost  per  vehicle 
load  is  approximately  7/1 0d. 


Factories  and  Work  Places. 


Inspections  were  made  of  the  factories  and  work  places 
in  the  Borough.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
inspections  made  and  the  defects  found  during  1952* 


FACTORY  ACTS.  1957  &  1948 


r 


Factories  in  which  Section  1  to  b 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities . 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (San.  Accommodation) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
( San.  Accommodati  on) 

Totals 


Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparing  Places. 


Constant  visits  are  made  to  premises  used  for  the 
preparation  of  sale  of  food,  14  premises  are  registered, 
and  are  used  for  the' sale  of  ice-cream. 

«  •  •  *  / 

Rodent  Control.  1  . 

Treatment  of  premises  for  rat  and  mice  infestations  is 
carried  out  by  your  part-time  rodent  operator.  Private 
premises  are  treated  free  and  a  charge  covering  operating 
costs  is  made’  to  business  premises. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  t  1949. 


Local  i 

Dwell-  j 

Agrioul- 

All  other 

i 

Autho- 

ing 

tural. 

( including 

Total 

• 

i 

rity  j 

Houses 

business 
premises ) 

Total  No.  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority Ts 
District . 

i 

5  j 

i 

i 

882 

15 

91 

993 

No.  of  Properties 
inspected  by  Local  (a) 

Authority  during  • 

i 

1 

~  t 

i 

« 

80 

- 

7 

87 

1952  (a)  notification 
( b )  survey  or  ( b ) 

i 

5  ! 

55 

24 

84 

otherwise. 

1 

* 

No.  of  properties 

inspected  which  (Major)  1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

were  infested  by 

rats.  (Mino 

p)  - 

48 

- 

1 

49 

No.  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
seriously  infested 
by  mice. 

~ 

15 

4 

19 

No.  of  infested 
properties  treated 

1 

63 

*** 

5 

69 

by  Local  Authority 

AT'.''-  .•  • 

V7r~  ^  — — -■  •- 

;■ 

,.-3i.Trv^ - --3 - 

i 

1 

t--  - — . 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops ♦ 

Two  retailers  are  licenced  for  the  sale  of  designated 
milk  in -tlie  Borough.  No  undesignated  milks  are  retailed. 
Samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  for  Bacteriological 
examination  and  have  been  found  datisf actory • 

t  ’  }  ' 

Housing. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  is  882. 
Houses  provided  during  the  year?- 


Council  houses 

12 

Private  houses 

9 

Conversions- 

Houses 

1 

Flats 

16 

33 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector Ts  Visits  during  the  Year. 


Nature  of  Visit  or 

Inspection. 


Number  of 
Inspect i ons 


Water  Supply  ... 
Drainage  . . . 
Stables  and  Piggeries... 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds... 
Factories  . . . 
Public  Conveniences 


5 

145 

6 
72 
28 
52 


•  • 


Nature  of  Visit 

QP 

Number  of 

Inspection. 

Inspections 

Refuse  Collection 

9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9  9 

...  12 

Refuse  Disposal 

•  •  •  9  * 

9  9  9  9 

...  24 

Rats  and  Mice 

9  9  9  9  4 

t  •  •  • 

21 

Schools 

9  9%  94 

«  *  •  • 

3 

Shops 

9  9  9  9 

t  9  9  9 

...  44 

Inspections  made  under  Public  Health  Acts, 


Overcrowding 

Ho.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

Verminous  Preraises 

Ho.  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

Inspection  of  Meat. 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses 
Visits  to  shops  and  stalls 

Visits  to:- 


Butchers  . .  . . . 

Grocers  . 

Greengrocers  ... 

Dairies  . 

Ice-cream  premises  . 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling. 

Milk  -  bacteriological  ...  ... 


9 

9  9  9 


•  •  e 

9  9  9 


9  9  9 

9  9  € 


9 

9 


9 


9 

* 


9  a  9 


3 

3 


1 

1 


4 

15 


18 

15 

6 

9 

23 

9 


2 


Pood  Inspection . 

Ho  action  was  necessary  for  the  sale  of  unsound  food 
during  the  year.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned 


after  inspection  reguested 

321  lbs.  beef. 

2151  lbs.  mutton. 

112  lbs.  pork. 

271  lbs.  tinned  fruit. 
30  lbs.  driod  fruit. 

Caravan  Sites 

One  licenced  site  for 
in  the  Greatstone  area. 


by  the  food  traders. 

3  tins  vegetables. 

5  tins  evaporated  milk. 
2  tins  jam. 

4  tins  tomato  juice. 


caravans  has  been  established 


